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MERICANS frequently are accused of be-
ing too impulsive, of letting the problem
" immediately before them blind them to others
with which they may be later confronfed. Al-
most daily there is given evidence of the truth
of the allegation, in ill-considered action by mass
meetidgs and other gatherings. A recent example
of this was in New York, where a gathering of
earnest idealists adopted resolutions intended to
swell the rising tide of sentiment against war.
They agreed, in the event of another war not to
lend any assistance whatever. But what they over-!
looked was the contingency arising which might
place them I the light of slackers if their ref.nlu-
tions were adhered to, remarks the Christian Science
Monitor. )
“There is surely such a thing as going to indis-
creet extremes even im good resolutions. It de-
pends on how you look at their action whether you
feel inclined to regard the covenanters as a set of
noble-minded beings or a set of prospective slack-
ers. What if the United States should become
involved in war? Would they refuse to help their
country even in the prosecution of a just war in a
righteous cause? The meeting perhaps made one
little omission in its program: it apparently forgot
to see to it that the various nations should first
subscribe to the same tenets. Just a little over-
sight, and so much dependent upon it!”

“Divine Comedy” of Today '
THE six hundredth anniversary of the death of

Dante passed in Washington with a good

deal of public celebrating, a reconciliation
between the delegates of two great nations, and
the addition of a fine statue to one of the city's
public parks.

But has the average resident of the Nation's
Capital taken the trouble to attain any new insight
into the life work of the great Malian? Has the
high, austere spirit whose ashes have slept for six
centuries under the pines at Ravenna been brought
into closer communication with the thought of
Twentieth century America?

Admirers of Dante, and their name is far from
legion, are expressing grave doubts on this point.
They suspect, with more or less concrete evidence
to back their position, that the ponderous tomes of
the Divine Comedy still repose dust-covered, on the
shelves of most of our libraries.

Dante’s message, say s admirers, is eternal,
applicable in all centuries, interpretative of the
weakness and the glory of all sons of Adam in all
lands. Buried in antique language, unintelligible to
most in its original, the message of the ascetic
singer remains.

We suspect that much of the neglect shown in
America, as well as other Eaglish-speaking lands,
toward Dante is due to the fact that we have no
adequate translation. The best and most frequently
read is that by the highly overrated idol of Ameri-
can literature, Longfellow.

We will not say that Longiellow has no claim
to be rated as a poet. In fact he has a place all
his own, low perhaps, but still secure for at least
two centuries to come. But as a translator of
Dante he ranks below Pope as a translator of
Homer.

Who was it that remarked, when he picked
up a copy of Pope's translation: “A very pretty
poem, but it’s not Homer.”

Those are about the same words an American
familiar with both Longfellow and Dante might
use with perfect justice. In all the long record
of translations it is hard to find a greater in-
congruity.

Americans reading Dante through the medium
of Longfellow get the New Englander's real ap-
preciation of mediaeval romance and even a certain
low lyrical measure now and then. They get also,
and in plentiful measure, the milk-and-water, wishy-
washy sentiment, unrelieved by the slightest grace
of imagination, that is the most noticeable feature,
after all, of America's most popular versemaker.

Rare, rare indeed would be the Harvard p}o-
fessor .capable of appreciating, say nothing of
translating, the man whose imagination fabricated
Hell from the shadows of his prison cell, from
the grotesque faces and twisted souls of the men
and women he met in the multitudinous life of a
mediaeval city.

Here exists an opportunity for 4 new poet to
achieve a very cohspicuous and lasting place in
literature. There is a fortune in buried gold wait-
ing ""_" the prospector who knows how to mine it.

Flrft of all, he must be a poet. Then he must
know life as it is in his own day. A war cor-
respondent who has seen something of Hell him-
self, might handle the task well =~

Admirers of Dante complain. Yet the things

they complain of are, perhaps, justified. There is a
chance for someone to act,

P“"."" or—Farmers ?
HE econoemic and industrial troubles of man-
kind, in final analysis, all can be figured
d?wn to a question of proper liaison.
Between the farmer with stuffed ,storehouses
and the city worker with lean larder there ex-
ists a mysterious, elusive X, x

the land..

“It's hard work, but you will be independent,”
the 'good old deacons used to say when they ad-
dressed the high school graduating class.

Times have changed. The good old deatons
are dead. Many of their sons did not follow their’
advice.

The result is appearing in the increasing
number of tenant farmers to whom independence
is less of a reality than to the organized in-
dustfial worker of a few years past. They differ
from the peasants of England, France and Italy,
of course, because they have better natural re-
sources left with which to work.

The country boy, in search of more liberty,
looks longingly from the hilltop hayfields toward
the horizon where blue sky disappears in the
smoke screen from mill chimneys.

America stands at the crossroads. She cam
follow the path Europe followed years ago when
hurricanes of other wars swept o%er—and emerge
with an agricultural peasantry. Or her econ-
omists can solve some means of preserving the
good old deacon type who lived long, labored hard,
took no back talk from anybody, and saw te it
that the country school appropriation did not fall
short. \

How to preserve a well-balanced nation, how
‘to keep proper liaison—the question has engaged
the attention of the Federal Department of
Agriculture. -

A century ago Great Britain emerged from
an almost purely agricultural nation into an al-
most purely industrial nation—depending on over-
seas dominions for her food supply. The trans-
formation—they say so themselves—was not for-
tunate.

It would seem that such a trend in the United
States should be retarded in the next few years—
before it is too late.

Superintendent Finnegan of the Pennsyl-
vania schools calls our problem here ideal, but
he could not, apparently, find words that would
describe school conditions here.

Ladies, Make “Scenes”
HE editor is in receipt of an‘anonymous’com-
munication in which a husband calls atten-
tion to a practice which sometimes occurs in dark-
ened theaters of Washington—and all other large
cities—namely, attempted flirtations, in no wise
solicited by unaccompanied women.

Ordinarily, no attention is paid to missives
bearing no signature or a nom de plume, but appre-
ciating that reticence alone counsels the withholding
of the name in such a case, we have a word to say
which may be appreciated by the unidentified writer
and which we hope may be heeded by women
patrons of theaters in general.

It is simply this: To suffer silently beneath un-
welcome approaches is the best way in the world to
encourage the movie masher. “A Husband” states
that his wife, rather than create a “scene,” remained
silent in her chair and finally changed to another
part of the theater, where she was followed by the
flirtatious cad. Now, women should understand
enough of group psychology to remember that the
creation of such a “scene” is a thing that could not
possibly redound to their discredit. There would
undoubtedly be a score of men ready to spring to
her assistance and the offender, there can be no
surmise to the contrary, would receive something he
more richly merited than a mere charge of “disor-
derly conduct” on a police blotter—to wit, a sound
thrashing. .

It is more than likely that such a person would
protest he had made no advances until he became
aware they would be responded to, but this would
not save him. There is yet a chivalry abread which
counsels belief in the protestations of a good
woman and disbelief in the equivocations of a petty
persecutor.

There are certain sections of this country
where a man would not dare attempt a flirtation
unbeckoned, for he would be headed straight for
trouble far more scrious than blows. There is no
reason a proper fear cannot be instilled into the
cads whose function in public seems to be making
unescorted women miserable, here in our own city,
A few striking examples would give women a new
place of praise and go far toward ending the repre-
hensible practice of “mashing,” indoors or out.

“Women jurors upheld in Iowa,” according
to news items in the Chicago Tribune. In
California, the women jurors do all the uphold-
ing themselves. .

It is reported that the former crown prince
of Germany has learned to make horseshoes
which he sells as souvenirs for $19 per and that
he is anxious to come to America. It would be
well to inform him that he could never get such
a price for his work here.

In school a youngster is taught that the
Senate is comprised of two Senators from each
State, but when he visits the gallery with the
rest of the civics class and sees about ningty
empty Senatorial chairs he begins to doubt his
teacher. >

“Lost—Long black' lady's kid glove be-
tween Lafayette and Bienville."—Ady. in Times-
Picayune. From the description given it would
be easier to find the loser than the article lost,

That prominent American who refused the
Albanian throne apparently forgot about the
possibilities of ' a moving picture contract 'to
show off his crown. g

“Congress Finds It Still Has a Liquor
Problem.”—News Item. That's not as bad as
having a liquor problem still.

Henry Ford is credited with obtaining $1
worth of by-product from coal that costs

The raison d'etre of économics and ecomomic
¥ X s 2
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him
$4 a ton. If we could obtain $1 worth -of heat
lnn—hc'ht‘n_ﬂmm

In awhile—a subconscious persuasion
that the great metropolls is not after
all hectic hours of froth and tinsel
The cathedral chimes struck off an
v The trafMc towers flashed fheir
last wink of danger.

Near the Unlon League Club I
bumped Into a shadow. There were
apologies and a volce pitched to en-
during servitude Inquired If I had
seén a lone lady golpg northward.
I had not. There wag sincere so-
leltation In his request.

80 I volunteered any ald 1 might
lend. "“She never goes oul," he said
~—he was speaking of his mistress—
“save when a fog comgs up. We
watched her closely tonight, but she
got away. Our fear is that she may

g

wander to the docks and step off

a pler.”

The story. A mother who lost
her son when a trans-Atlantic liner
went down in a fog. She was with
him and was saved. When a fog
comes she goes out to find him and
now and then ecalls out his™name.
Twelve years ago she lost him, and
since the tragedy her mind, too, has
been in a Tog.

H you happen to have any old
type of musieal ifistrument around the
attle you might be able-to dispose
of it by writing to Willlam Fox,
the New York motion plcture mag-
nate. For Fox has as a special hobby
the collection of old and freakish
musical Instruments, both string and
brass. He has in a bullding where

he haas his offices at Tenth avenue

and Fifty-fifth street a curio gal-
lery of instruments from the Six-

teenth century harpsichord to the

Twentleth century jasz bang skillet.
He has 100 or more old horns and
trumpets, bugles that called men to
death, and harps that twanged in
royal hallss. He has a musie box
once owned by the former Kalser,
and harmoniphones that date back to
the War of the Roses. Indeed, he
even has a barrel organ and a me-

chanieal flute, perhaps the only one

in the world.

Julian Mitchell, who is directing &
musical show, announceg at a re-
hearsal the other morning that the
chorus would report the fullowing
momning at 1% o'clock. *“I wouldn't
get up in the middle of the night
for any stage manager,” said one
highly rouged chorine, and flounced
out.

At the luncheon to Nahum BSoko-
low, the Jewish journalist, attended
by New York editors, Adolph Ochs,
of the Times, told of a Jew who
came to Bishop Potter siating that
he desireq to embrace Chrisiianity.
The bishop arranged for him to have
a talg with one of the curates, but
the applicant was insistent and said
he wanted to join right away.

“SWhy are you in such a hurry?”
inquired the bishop.

“Well, my family done me dirt
and 1 want to disgrace them.™

Watch Germans for

Peace, Says Kipling

Before Rudyard Kipling left}
Paris for London on November 24
he was interviewed by Leon Blocq,|
for the Eclair.|
He is quoted as

saying:
“The evil from

the general sen-

country. 1 know
the agricultural
clagses, and even
the working
classes, pretty
well, and they do

RUDVARDKIPLING  kving on  today

with an approv-
ing eye. Mr. Lloyvd George directs
English politics as a politician, and
not as a man of the people. Thé
next slections, let us hope. will put

right the evil that is now being

done.
"The men who negotiated the

armistice and were the authors of
the peace treaty failed to Insure

either justice or mecurity. We are
very anxious in England that the
men who were responsible for the
WwWar and the war criminals should
receive exemplary punishment, but
there has been only a parody of
Justice in regard to them. Even
those who have been tried and sen-
tenced are at libérty, which
amounts to nothing less than =
Joke.

“Then, we are anxious that |t
should not be possible for war to
begin again. To Insure this we
must keep & watch on the boches,
prevent them from being able to
work harm henceforth, take away
thelr arms and munitions, and even
allow you French to take definite
possession of the left bank of the
Rhine. It is very evident that the
peace treaty in no way corresponds
to what your hopes, were during
the war. The English people are
suffering from the same fact, and
for that they will call upon their
governors for an account.'

“Do you think the Washington
conference will have any resulta?™
the interviewer asked. Mr. Kipling

re H

“Words! words! words! We have
had enough of -phrases, of talkl
of speeches and eloguence. What
wanted are acts. Security above
averything else. Buppose the war
beghn again tomorrow. * * ¢ My
own son was killed on the field

lers-Coterst. What our
do not sufficlently un-|the
is that there are scattered
t the whole of Europe,
sibly  throughout the  whole

Open Court Letters to The Herald |# -t 2 il

Other People’s Views on Current Events

Aid Soldiers and Farmers,
He Demands.

To the Editor, The Washington Herald:
That $20,000,000 donation to Rus-

ernment action
bullding railroads
production of raw
is hardly less simpie
in all the other phases of industrial |
life, as it only means the interven-
tion of one intermediary—the
ernmenl agency

For example,
plant potatoes, Informs the bank of
the nymber of labor certificates de-
manded by the

speech out of place and uncalled
for, namely: Twenty million dollars
should have gone for twenty brick
hospitals instead
traps for former soldlers.

With thousands
down and out it could have erected
% Temple of Agriculture in Wash-
Iington. D. C., for our worthy farm-
ers, who are the backbone of this
nation and most
lected by our Federal government.
1 base this statement on hard facts,
As every one knows Lhe American
farmer is being robbed by the worst
marketing system on earth: yes, by

country at heart do not urge upon
Congress the passage of the bill
of present fire- | What Is the matter with the ed-
itors of Lhe dally papers—do they
not ini:rpret the sentiments of the
"Why mnot some eoditorials
The oniy thing ap-
yetL is the news notices
of its being acted upon in commit-
The Herald say some-
H. E. BARNETT.

Says France Estranges Self.[
Te the Editor, The Washiagton Herald
Paln, amazement, disgust
in varying proportions have nearly
filled my horizon since reading
Aarmament program made public at
the disarmament
The writer was doing rellef work
in France a year before his country
entered the war on her side
his earliest days he has heard her
in his home and
her people and
accorded her first
degree of clvilzation
pecples of the world
worth the while of Phe delexates of
France to note the effect
proposalg on such & friendly

on the subje t?

damnably neg- amount of labor he estimates as and

the destructive effects of the "
escapable storms Veasels st we
frequently receive radio warnir
crop—and days In advance and are able

considered ac-
the advance s muade, repay-
able on the =ale of the crop

ollows, If the estimates are
after the Packer-Wall Street crowd
1 wonder who,
are the pets who will
get the Russian glad hand of pat-
ronage for this $20,0000007
posaible East Side Trotsky and his
friend, Lenin, have many friends In

their pocketls. | no further advances, and eventua
to become a
inversely, the production
labor certificates could he expende
lin luxury, or used
since | wards obtaining further credit
| Buch a bank would be & return to /o the Northwest., when forecas

d whenever conditions are favorahis

Down witih Internationalism: let's
do something for the starving mil-
lions here in America, who, in many
instances, are just around the cor-
ner from the poorhouse.

1 challenge the right of our Presi.
| dent to use the people’s money to
which we are suf- barter friendship with an uncertain
fering results people, especially so when thay brag
from the eléc-| of thelr gold and furs t¢ do busi-
tions following nees with.
the war, Wwhich|of these United States for any pur-
did not reflect! pose until our miserable, neglected
former service men and the Amer-
lcan farmers are humanly admin-

making concers

for forest fires In the summe

and fall there is a lang dry spe!

are of greatr wvalue The vrasq
weather servioe crippled b

war. has now been largely restore,

trom 82nd is more efficient than ever

certifi- There are now practically 100 ves

cate wou'd have to bear on its face ®cl2 that radiogranh weather
sstimated amount of gold pro-
amount

produced on the millions
friendly disposed Americans can be | seonomically,
rited accoréingly,
It is still dificult for me to be- |or mecessity be sbandoned
that first adopis
labhor certificate
first to recover from the

as
pro-
coinage would

Not §1 should go out

timent of the
the
ing
the

All this secret diplomacy shoulg|French government or people

end now and forever.
fed up on the man from Maryland
and the balance of his kind, ana,

that steam roller
part of the rest of the world would
be advisable—but It js against the
use of just such methods,
of their evil After effects. that this
ference hopes
® hurt France has done lies too
deep for such
sonally can only hope that this is
but another case of a people being
misrepresented by

that has the largest supply
combined with the
be-
school of propaganda through the
press for a second $20.000.000, for
many of us believe this is only & be-
ginner to grab off easy money from

not see .what is | come the most truly

'WHO'S WHO
" THE DAY'S NEWS

lec- STILL 6N TRIAL.

It makes me sick.
North Carolina.

Wants Press to Aid Dyer Bill
Passag

single-track minds
France are anxlous to retaliate on
us for Versallles by
results of the Washington confer-

Mrs., Carrie Chapman Catt
and woman suffrage

oodlest stains upon 10 widowhood twice

the pages of American criminology
is that of lynching
fforms—hanging, and being riddled
welghted down with
fron, and drowned; burned at the
stake alive; shot to death, and oth-
erwise murdered. are the methgds
“enlightened™
cans. Week after week the victims
of the mob rend the heavens with
their plercing, agonizing cries for
Their crimes are not al-
ways the omes which
death penalty.

leader, The United States T'ul Hea
Service has felt It necessary 1
ment opn Lhe too optimistic and «
travagant claims recently appe

hus-
Chap-
man, died In 1856, 'PE In some newspapers in regs
second,
Catt,’
died In 19606 Mra
was horn in
but
life
lows
and attended
Col-

should be quickly made to see that
sort of thing cannot go on indefi. |
nitely, and further, that the moral
isolation of Germany during
far less complete
will be hers if she persists in flout-
ing the world's most
Germany at least had some
in her militaristic exploit;
France will have none in hers.
one day France has &one more to
estrange herself from us and
make American assistance in & fu-
ture war unlikely than her worst
enemy could reasonably have hoped
she might do in the course of ten

EDGAR WILLIAMS,
Englishman Would Oust Gold. | ;

To the Rditor, The Washington Herald:
So far, all civillzsed barter is ex-
preased In the terms of the amount

of Iabor expended in the production
of gold. This though un

has been possible through th
dium of an expensive system of

The war caused a sudden and in-
calculable Increase In the amount
of barter, and barter of the worst

nd—one-sided. and non-reproduc-
tive—foroing all the gold into one
hand, thus making the use of gold
for barter !mpossible, and creating
the present world-wide depression.

using for barter a gold token rep-
resenting the labor expended in
making an unproductive hole in the
ground, a certificate was tssued rep-
resenting the labor expended in the
creation of, say—a productive rail-|her

she
She
and
principal
of schools at
lowa. Ment has been rapid and strikin
with

But the cowardice
of the pulpit and the press to speak
against the vicious and abominable
crime emboldens the
the law to do as they please. They
have no respect for the rights of
others under the law, and the vie-
tims of “lymch law"
favor at the hands of the gourt
than they receive from the mob
The volce of the Armenians Is heard
sooner than the voice
crying aloud at our do
For months on months the Dyer
anti-lynching blll has been before
the House of Representatives. Its
purport is the limitation of lynch-
(By the way,
have beem an excellent thing had
there been a call of all the govern-
ors In the country in conference
on the lynching business,
1 the name of Amerioa be-
Birmingham speech wWas
It is hardly thought that
“mml;:u the bill will e:hn
5 ng habit, but the
will sftect is too obvious
to need detalling.

St tha thess wh
who
to have the Interest of the

find no more

Suffrage
Assoclation from 1882
its president for four
for nine years was president of the
Woman Suffrage Al-

and

When not traveling in the United
States or abroad,
home in New York City

Ship Weathers Gale
After All Hope Faded 7re*'¢ert. Wilism C Alden. ©

her| ohe following nominations *

WATERTOWN, N.
The steamer Clyde, one of the twolurer. 3. T Mansfield: secretarie
foun- | Kirk Bryan, H. G. Ferguson, Wil
dired on Lake Ontario In the male '8 T. Thom, jr.. members-a
Eunday. wan reported safe u: Welland
Caual Bhe reported no news
from the Coreroua, Canadian ynvein-
ment lighthouse tender. missing with
erew of lcn men since Priday

which was thought to have

- " P

m-nhu.

i
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neoon, 4:46 o'clock.

WEATHER BUREAU

wos Dew
activities thai are Influenced by

the meteorological conditions
I Aviation is making gErowing de-
mands for service and advice There
in also & call for data and certifica-
tion of facts with refersnce 1o
storm, weather, and rain insurance:
for reports om the influence of
weather upon the public highwaye:
ft:-t extensions of I8 Various servic .
In reporting frosts, cold waves and
horricanes, The weather servic
and advice carry with them an im
mediale and direct economic benefi
In the saving of lHves propert ien
|and foodstuffs for the nation. sas
|the annual report of that bureas
| Just lssued.

—_—
| CONSIDER REVISION OF
BUTLDING CONTRACT FORMS

A conference to consider the rr
|\'1lion of present contract forms
the building industry has met at th
call of Secretary of Commers
Hoover. The need of the revisic
| was pointed out In the recent re
port on the elimination of wast
which was made by the Federated
American Engineering Socleties

The specific objects of the con-
ference were: To create a universal
document which wil] contain sta
dard provisions for all classes of
construction work and to establish
Individual standard contract forma
for each type of construction By
this meana it I8 hoped 1 reduce
the amount of legal serviee pre-
quired and eliminate disputes over
contracts already r reduce
duplication of work in the allled
ne; safeguard cwners and

improve the standarde of construc-
tion service The American Eng!-
neering Council was represented by

b

Institute of Architects hv W 2
Parker. American Rallwa FEngt-
neering Associations by W. I'. Fau.
celte;, American Roclety of v En-
glneers v H E Hrt-‘:-r‘ r

ricar
Wal

Waterworks Assoclation by |
do Emith,; Western Sociely of Engi-
neers by O. Rates: Associated Gen
eral Contractors of Ameriea by J
W. Cooper; Nations! Associstion «
Rullders Exchanges by E W
Reaugh

Hurrlcanes and viclent tropie

storms spOmetimers bring he.
losses to shipping on the Gulf »
alarm (o0 residents of that wh
oRsl Advices ment out W

Weather Bureau and its fle e
tion®= allay the fears of some
guide many to make timely escane
or 10 take precautions to m mizs

shun the storm zonest. Warning »
frosts, cold waves, blizzards, an:
such weather copditions that ar
apt to be damaging to foodstufls W
shipment are of immediate mones
benefit

Forecasts are went out to firs
wardens and forestry sssociation

ditlons at least once a Aa - ey
they are in certain areas

Highway - weather BPTY e k&
proved to be popular. and app -
tions for it have been recsves
from many parts of the ¢
The great increase In traf
highways makes necessary ar
cienl and comprehensive ayvsies
reporis concerning road con
as affected by past snd !
weather AT present the =
confined to maln highwavs

comparatively few sect
Irrigation and hydre
Ccerne Are (nterested =
surveys of the burea
The report shows
ate earthguakes strong &
be feit by the senses o re
ing the past fiscal weur

CTHAULMOOGRA Ol

to the curative effects of ’
moogra oll derivatives on lepros
While the use of the oil and of
derivatives has resulted In &
siderable number of apparent cure
it is as ¥yel 100 poon to tell wheths
these will be permanent (t8 ex
perts say
The ethyl esters of chaulmoogr
ofl, the use of which has large!
supplanted the oll itself, constitut
a most valuable agent in the treat
ment of leprosy. In treating youn
persons and those in  the esar
stages of the disease. the Improve

in older persons and older cases 1
is leas so0. OFf the cases parols
from the leprosy stations Im the Ha
wallan Islands s0 far about § e
cent have relapsed and returne
for freatment

I NOMINATIONS FOR
GEOLOGICAL OFFICERS,

officers of the Geological Sociery
Washington have been made b
the nominating commitiee, whic
will report at the meeting tonigh

Loughlin, Sldney Paige; vice pre
idents. C. N. Fenner, F. E Matthe
P 2 Bmith, L. W. Stephenson ; Lreas

large-of-the-council. M. 1. Goldmsa
Miss A. I Jonas F. J. Katz La
ence LaForge, J. B Reeslde, )r.,
B. Sosman, George Sieiger. E.
Wherry, R. C. Wells .
w. D



